Kenny Neighborhood Association
Meeting Minutes
March 17, 2026 | 7:00-8:30 pm | Kenny Park (Virtual Available)

Call to order: Chair Barb Brady called the meeting to order at 7:00 p.m. She welcomed
all in attendance and started introductions.

Board members in attendance: Grace Barcelow (2026), Barb Brady (2026), Scott Elton
(2026), Joy Gottschalk (2026), Amy Gustafson (2026), Vicki Olson (2027), John Petrie
(2026)

Coordinator: Sasha Jensen

Guests: Brian Hall, MPRB; Stu Nostdahl, Kenny Community Garden; Ralph Sievert,
Tree Canopy; Sarah Linnes-Robinson, Porchfest; 1zzy and Mitch Miller, neighbors

Community Comments: None
Agenda Revisions and Additions: Hot dog event

Consent Agenda
e Secretary’s Report (February)
o February minutes are in meeting materials.
o Action deferred until April meeting.
e Treasurer’s Report (January-February)
o Scott and Sasha are learning about the KNA QuickBooks accounting
system. A preliminary summary of activities for Jan and Feb are in
meeting materials.

Updates
e MPRB Update - Brian Hall
o 330 kids in basketball at Kenny and Armartage.
High demand for first grade basketball and expanding season into April.
Spring sport registration is open.
5 and under t-ball has 120 kids and is filled solid.
Armatage egg hunt will be April 4,10:00-noon.
Earth Day Spring clean up April 18 at Armatage.
Lynnhurst Bikes for Kids would like Kenny to be a drop off site.
There will be new tables at Kenny for the March board meeting.
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March 18 is a big day for MPRB staff. New leadership and assignment
changes are expected.

Movie in the Park nights for Kenny and Armatage are still unknown.
Kenny Park’s monthly grilling event kick-off is June 17 (the day before
KNA Ice Cream Social/Green Fair). KNA will help pay for events in July
and August. Estimate is around $250 each (total $500) plus one volunteer.
Brian and John will review dates and have a motion for consideration at
the March meeting.

e Kenny Community Garden Update-Stu Nostdahl
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Stu and his family have lived at 6042 Fremont for 17 years. Their children
attend Kenny and Anthony.

He has organized the Kenny Community garden for ten years.

Update and history: Stu was new to board in 2016 and there was interest
in developing a community garden. Not much open space in the
neighborhood, so he pitched the idea to City Church.

The original budget was $7,500 but did it for about $3,000.

There are 20 full plots (close to half are maintained by the original
gardeners). Cost for a 12'x8’ plot is $50 per year ($25 for half).

Typically have a waiting list (currently with three) so don’t advertise
anymore. Assignment priority is for Kenny residents and City Church
members.

The southeast corner of the lot has been a tomato garden maintained by
a neighbor across the alley. They are no longer interested and asked if the
community garden would like to take it over.

Stu would like to expand the area 16’ to the west which would allow for 8
more plots. Doing so would require sod removal and irrigation installation
at a cost (estimating $2,500). There is also the question of whether there
is enough water pressure to expand the irrigation. The investment could
be amortized over ten years or so with a small cost increase per plot.
The board is interested in helping. Stu will get quotes and return at a
future meeting.

e Tree Canopy-Ralph Sievert
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Ralph is the retired director of MPRB Forestry and lives in Kenny on
Emerson.

When he saw our Pets of Kenny feature in the newsletter and noted the
neighborhood interest in our tree canopy, he thought it would be
interesting to do something about Trees of Kenny.

His plan is to take pictures of trees in different seasons and write up
information about the tree and where and where it is located. People can
take a look and decide if they are interested in planting the variety.



KNA Board Administrative Business
e |CE Statement
o The following statement was unanimously approved by the board via
email vote and will be added to the KNA website:

“The Kenny Neighborhood Association stands with our neighbors during
this difficult time. Recent tragedies in our city have reminded us how
vulnerable we all are and how essential it is to look out for one another.
Safety, belonging, and care are shared needs across our entire
community.

We know many of our immigrant neighbors are feeling added uncertainty
right now, and we want to be clear: everyone in Kenny deserves to feel
safe, supported, and valued. Our neighborhood is strongest when we
show up for each other with compassion and connection.

We remain committed to fostering a community where all residents feel
they belong, and where we work together to keep one another safe.”

o The statement will be distributed in a social media post, next week’s
e-news and the next edition of the newsletter.

e Attorney General filing for 2024
o A copy of the KNA Attorney General filing was included in the meeting
materials.
o Scott moved approval and Vicki seconded. Approved.

e Scott and Sasha looking at accounting procedures updates
o Will have some proposed changes in April or May.

e Board terms for annual meeting

o The Annual Meeting with election is May 2, 1:00-3:00 p.m.

o Since the date is close to Cinco de Mayo, tacos were proposed for the
menu. Kelly will also look into having therapy dogs and some public
officials present.

o Sasha will prepare a board interest form for candidates.

Standing Program Updates

e Environmental Committee

o Vicki reported we had about ten attend the first Grass Lake community

meeting. Have distributed information about the March 18 event to about
80 households, so there could be a good turnout.
Thinking about doing another survey focusing on Grass Lake.
o Louise is working with Kelly to make a zero waste Green Fair with kids

activities focusing on the environment.
o KNA is participating in a zero waste event with Hennepin County.
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o Sandy Caster will serve as the committee liaison for communications.
o Joy is working on a video project about heat pumps. Interviews with
neighbors are underway.
e Community Engagement Committee - Kelly
o Happy hour with Armatage March 18 $100 budget to approve.

Scott moved and Amy seconded. Approved.

o Board Meet and Greet April 14 - $100 budget to approve.

o

Scott moved approval and Joy seconded. Approved.

Annual meeting Saturday, May 2

o Porchfest Thursday, May 28

Sarah Linnes-Robinson is coordinating the event again and is
looking at Thursday, May 28, 6-9 p.m. (shifts are 6:00-7:30 and
7:30-9:00).

She has reached out to past participants. Eight performers so far
are not from the neighborhood and will need hosts.

Sarah has a registration form that she will share with Sasha.

She tries to not place more than two bands per block.

Sarah would love to have twenty sites (40 bands) this year. We had
about 12 last year.

Sarah will have a story for next week’s KNA E-Newsletter.

e Communications Committee - Amy
o Newsletter content due March 30.
e Crime & Safety Committee - Kim
o No report.
e \Welcome Packets - Shelly
o No report.
e Schools - Louise Raths, Jason Hofsess
o No report.
e Coordinator’s Report - Sasha
o Sasha is ramping up and developing a list of questions. Priority is to get
the access she needs.
o She will also be working on getting access issues for some board
members to the shared drive worked out.

Next Meeting - April 21, 2026

Adjournment - John moved to adjourn and Joy seconded. Adjourned 8:30 p.m.

Minutes recorded and submitted by Scott Elton, KNA Secretary



