
 

  
 

Kenny Neighborhood Association 
Meeting Minutes 

February 17th, 2026 | 7:00-8:30 pm | Kenny Park (Virtual Available) 
 

Call to order: Chair Barb Brady called the meeting to order at 7:03 p.m. She welcomed 
all in attendance and started introductions. 
 
Board members in attendance: Kelly Barbes (2027), Grace Barcelow (2026), Barb 
Brady (2026), Scott Elton (2026), Joy Gottschalk (2026), Amy Gustafson (2026), Vicki 
Olson (2027), John Petrie (2026), Shelly Ragland (2027), Louise Raths (2027), Kim 
Rosenfield (2027) 
 
Coordinator: Mike Ferrin 
Guests: Brian Hall, Linea Palmisano ​
 
Welcome and Introductions 

Community Comments  

Agenda Revisions and Additions 

Consent Agenda 
●​ Secretary’s Report (January)  
●​ Treasurer’s Report (January)​

Vicki Moved. Shelly Seconded. Approved. ​
 

Updates 
 
MPRB Update - Brian Hall  
​
A meeting was held at Armatage regarding flyer distribution; volunteers should arrive at 
noon. Armatage and Kenny had 30 teams this year, with 334 players and 58 coaches. 
The Park Board is using fewer locations and longer days at larger facilities. Fire and Ice 
was well attended. 
​
Summer registration opens tomorrow for all programs. A new Neighborhood Day Camp 
will run from 10:00 a.m. to 5:00 p.m., with two camps planned in August averaging 30 
participants; Kenny will host this year. New 55+ programming, including luncheons, 
trips, and activities, is being added. A Community Café program will also launch, with 

 



 
monthly luncheons at three parks; the first event will focus on the history of Armatage. 
The ice rink season has ended. 

Council Member Linea Palmisano 

An honorary resolution for Fletcher Merkel will be presented at the City Council meeting 
on Thursday at 9:30 a.m. A Kenny Board representative is invited to attend. Linea will 
share the resolution and recording with KNA. 
For the Grass Lake memorial bench, funding has been approved, but the final location 
is still pending family approval. KNA will obtain the encroachment permit, and the Park 
Board will build and install the bench. Plaque language is still to be determined. KNA 
will maintain the bench and surrounding area.​
 
Linea also shared updates on Operation Metro Surge, noting community skepticism 
about how results will be tracked, as well as the broader financial and economic impact 
on the city. She reported that city recovery efforts had already begun in December 
following the Annunciation shooting.​
 
Regarding COVID and city funding, Linea reported that Minneapolis received over $300 
million in federal support, with no additional funding currently expected. The City 
Council approved reallocating $7 million from the Downtown Sales Tax Fund to support 
small businesses, which will have budget implications for the city. 

 
KNA Board Administrative Business 

 
Staff Transition and Contract Vote 

●​ Mike is still working with Sasha on access to the shared drive and email 
account. 

Motion: Shelly moved to approve Sasha's contract. Kim seconded.​
Vote: Approved. 

NRP Modification 

KNA proposed the following reallocation: 

●​ Reallocate $15,000 from Kenny Park Improvements to Personnel 
●​ Reallocate the remaining balance of $15,999 to Personnel, for a total of $24,999 
●​ Allocate $6,000 to Security Rebates 
●​ Allocate $3,000 to the website 

Additional notes: 

The document formalizes the proposed change and was posted on the KNA website 
for the required 21-day notice period. Any modification to the Engagement Fund would 

 



 
require additional justification, and boilerplate language was added. The minutes must 
include the vote count and meeting date. Mike will submit the modification once the 
minutes are finalized. A separate $10,000 NRP reimbursement request remains in 
process.​
 
Motion: Scott moved to approve the NRP modification. Grace seconded.​
Vote: Approved. 

Memorial Bench + Annunciation Ongoing Efforts​
Funding has been allocated for the memorial bench. Final family approval is still 
pending. Both proposed locations are on the south side of the lake.​
 
Security Rebate Program​
Collaborating with Armatage, other neighborhoods​
 

Annual meeting/gathering 
The board discussed this year's annual meeting, including the possibility of renaming it 
"Neighborhood Day." Last year's event was held at Kenny School and included the 
Mayor and live music. Additional ideas included inviting therapy dogs and considering 
other neighborhood event formats, including a possible afternoon event. The City is 
promoting Neighborhood Day on Saturday, May 2.​
 
 
Standing Program Updates  
 

Environmental Committee 

MNDOT Sponsorship Agreement 

The board discussed a possible partnership with MNDOT to obtain a license for access 
to MNDOT land south of Grass Lake near Highway 62. Jeff Busse from MNDOT 
attended the previous Environmental Committee meeting. Potential benefits include 
formal access to the land, the ability to remove invasive species and plant natives, and 
stronger coordination with MNDOT. 
​
Concerns included KNA's capacity to manage additional land, possible responsibility 
for graffiti or encampment-related issues, insurance requirements that may exceed 
KNA's current coverage, the length of the proposed 10-year agreement, and possible 
legal or other added costs. The committee is generally supportive of exploring the 
agreement but wants more information on cost and liability. Additional input will be 
gathered at the upcoming Grass Lake leadership meeting and through community 
meetings in March. 
 

 



 
Motion: Joy moved to investigate further, including gathering more information, draft 
agreement language, and cost details. Grace seconded.​
Vote: Approved. 

Additional Environmental Updates 

Adopt-a-Drain created a new newsletter map showing water flow to Grass Lake, and a 
storm drain stencil was suggested. The video project kickoff meeting with students is 
scheduled for tomorrow. The City of Minneapolis has provided a release form template, 
and Joy requested clarification on what materials will be available for students and 
interview participants. 

 

Community Engagement Committee – Kelly 

Chili Bowl 
The Chili Bowl will be held Saturday at the Armatage Community Room. Promotion is 
ongoing, with six participants signed up so far. Donations include a $50 Kowalski's gift 
card, a gift box from South Lyndale Liquors, and coffee from The Roastery for third 
place. Sasha will purchase supplies and confirm whether Armatage has a water 
dispenser. Scott will bring the A-frame sign, Kenny flag, and name tags. Board 
members were reminded to wear Kenny T-shirts. 
​
Happy Hours with Armatage 
The next happy hour will be March 18 from 5:00–7:00 p.m. at South Lyndale Liquors. 

 
Communications Committee – Amy 

The committee is in a transition period with Mike and Andy leaving, and Sasha is not 
yet fully onboarded. The goal is to begin transitioning social media within the next 
week. A neighborhood resident with web development experience responded to the 
request for content support, and a meeting is being planned. 

 
Crime & Safety Committee – Kim 

One interested neighbor is applying this month for rebate. A donation was discussed 
for the Chili Cook-Off to support immigrant relief efforts. Richfield Community Center is 
providing assistance. Kim will work with Grace on a KNA inclusion statement. Support 
is also being provided to neighborhoods including Whittier and Bancroft. 

 
Welcome Packets – Shelly 

From October through January, there were 15 new households. Six welcome packets 
have been delivered so far. Delivery has been challenging as the list continues to grow. 

 
Schools – Louise Raths and Jason Hofsess 

 



 
●​ An email was sent to Jessica (Principal) and a meeting is hoped for this coming 

week, though there has been no movement yet. Barb did meet with the middle 
school principal. Another idea is to pull content from school newsletters. 

 
Coordinator's Report – Mike 

Nothing further to report. This was Mike's last meeting. 
______________________________________________________________________________ 
 

New Business 

John raised the idea of supporting a Kick Off to Summer Grill Out. 

●​ People tend to stop by organically. 
●​ KNA could support the event with a modest budget and one volunteer. 
●​ KNA flags and newsletters could be available. 
●​ There was also discussion about expanding to three events, one per month. 

Estimated costs: 

●​ $300 for an inflatable 
●​ $200 for food 
●​ $600 for the full summer 

 
Next Meeting 

Next meeting: March 17, 2026 

 
Adjournment 

Motion: Grace moved to adjourn. John seconded.​
Vote: Approved.​
The meeting adjourned at 8:37 p.m. 

 
Minutes recorded and submitted by:​
Kim Rosenfield, KNA Secretary 

 

 


	Staff Transition and Contract Vote 
	NRP Modification 
	 
	Environmental Committee 
	MNDOT Sponsorship Agreement 
	Additional Environmental Updates 

	Community Engagement Committee – Kelly 
	Chili Bowl 
	​Happy Hours with Armatage 

	Communications Committee – Amy 
	Crime & Safety Committee – Kim 
	Welcome Packets – Shelly 
	Schools – Louise Raths and Jason Hofsess 
	Coordinator's Report – Mike 
	 
	New Business 
	Next Meeting 
	Adjournment 

