Kenny Neighborhood Association
Meeting Minutes
November 18, 2025 | 7:00-8:30 p.m. | Kenny Park (Virtual Available)

Call to order: Chair Barb Brady called the meeting to order at 7:00 p.m. She welcomed
all in attendance and started introductions.

Board members in attendance: Kelly Barbes (2027), Barb Brady (2026), Scott Elton
(2026), Joy Gottschalk (2026), Amy Gustafson (2026), Vicki Olson (2027), John Petrie
(2026), Shelly Ragland (2027), Louise Raths (2027), Kim Rosenfield (2027)

(Note: Grace Barcelow was unable to attend but gave her voting proxy to Barb Brady)

Coordinator: Mike Ferrin
Guests: CM Linea Palmisano; Brian Hall, Kenny Park

Community Comments: None
Agenda Revisions and Additions: None

Consent Agenda
e Secretary’s Report (October)
e Treasurer’s Report (October)
o Kim moved approval. John seconded. Approved.

Updates
e Ward 13 Update - CM Linea Palmisano

o Grass Lake memorial bench update (see discussion below).

o MTC has backed away from expanding the 146 route and will be
instituting the old 156 route beginning Dec 6.

o Linea will hold office hours joined by the city budget director on Nov 19 at
Rowg (50th and France).

o Elections: The city had historic voter turnout for the November election.
55% of registered voters cast ballots. 13th ward voters were very
engaged with 67.5% turnout. Linea sincerely hopes the new council will
have a more collaborative relationship with the mayor.



e MPRB Update - Brian Hall
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Park Board is working in collaboration with others on a food drive now
through the weekend of Dec 1.

Brian has a new facility rental brochure with pricing.

Holiday cookie decorating event on Dec 3.

Deadlines are approaching for winter sports.

Dec 20 is the target to have the skating rink open for winter break.

KNA Board Administrative Business
e Recap & Follow-Up from Board Retreat
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The retreat went really well with good ideas that we look forward to
pursuing further. Barb thanked those who were able to attend for giving
up part of their Saturday.

Will implement the idea to reach out to new guests at events. Can start
with tomorrow’s happy hour.

We will review and consider other suggestions for next year.

e Annunciation & Ongoing Efforts

o
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Some KNA board members visited the city and park representatives and
walked around Grass Lake with Molly Merkel. Parks will assess the
feasibility of favored sites for a bench in memory of Fletcher.
Linea said Park and Rec is reluctant to put one of their benches on city
property. She has appealed to Cathy Abene, our park commissioner, and
is pursuing some other avenues. If we are ultimately unsuccessful with
the bench project we could consider a memorial street named for
Fletcher adjacent to the lake. The roads on the east, south and west sides
are now identified as “service road” and could be renamed without
affecting existing addresses. Stay tuned!
= On a couple of other fronts:
= Plans are in the works to have a fishing event at Lake Harriet
in Fletcher’s honor.
= The City Council is working on Harper Moiske (November)
and Fletcher Merkel (January) resolutions associated with
their birth months.
Mike said the city is creating work groups for Annunciation’s long term
recovery efforts. Email Mike if interested. He will send more information.

e Kenny Garden Budget Proposal
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KNA has received a proposal for a Community Edible Garden & Nature
Play Space asking for $3,500 in two phases ($2,000 and $1,500).

Vicki said there are some other garden organizations that might also have
resources.

There was discussion about the extent of support we are in a position to
provide.



e Discussion & Approval of KNA 2026 Operating Budget

o The board reviewed the draft presented in October.

o We will need to move some funds in NRP to different buckets (to
replenish Security Rebates for example).

o Will hear about the status of grants in December and January.

o Do we need to make some changes to the safety rebate program to
encourage more applications?

o After discussion, John moved that we approve a 2026 budget of $59,100.
The environmental projects line will be $8,000, including $2,000 for the
Kenny Garden proposal. Kim seconded. Approved.

Update to 2026 City Funding Application

o The board needs to approve a revised Equitable Engagement Plan to
provide more detail about our bi-poc residents demographic. The City
wants us to break out activities by the quarter or month and reconsider
whether printed materials are effective.

o Mike will clarify what the city wants and send proposed changes for
approval via email. Need to submit by Dec 1.

Fundraising Work Group
o Mike will follow up.
Collaborating with Armatage
Schedule December Gathering
o Will be Tuesday, Dec 16 at Nico’s (5:30-7:30 p.m.).

Standing Program Updates
(Only essential updates due to long meeting)

Environmental Committee - Vicki
Community Engagement Committee - Kelly
o The budget target for our upcoming happy hour is $100 from non-city
resources. Kelly will see if Armatage can help too.
Communications Committee - Amy
Crime & Safety Committee - Kim
Welcome Packets - Shelly
Schools - Louise Raths, Jason Hofsess
Coordinator’s Report - Mike

Adjournment: Scott moved that we adjourn. Louise seconded. The meeting was
adjourned at 8:45 p.m.

Next Meeting - January 20, 2026

Minutes recorded and submitted by Scott Elton, KNA Secretary



