
Kenny Neighborhood Association
Meeting Minutes

October 21, 2025 | 7:00-8:30 pm | Kenny Park (Virtual Available)

Call to order: Chair Barb Brady called the meeting to order at 7:00 p.m. She welcomed
all in attendance and started introductions.

Board members in attendance: Kelly Barbes (2027), Grace Barcelow (2026), Barb
Brady (2026), Scott Elton (2026), Joy Gottschalk (2026), Amy Gustafson (2026), Vicki
Olson (2027), John Petrie (2026), Shelly Ragland (2027), Louise Raths (2027), Kim
Rosenfield (2027)

Coordinator: Mike Ferrin

Guests: Neighbors Charlie Carlson (1 year on  board of north loop association) and
Hannah Carlson; Brian Hall, Kenny Park

Community Comments: None

Agenda Revisions and Additions: None

Consent Agenda
● Secretary’s Report (September) 
● Treasurer’s Report (September)

o Shelly moved, Amy seconded. Approved

Updates
● MPRB Update - Brian Hall

o Fire and Ice dates: Armatage is Friday, January 9. Kenny will be January
10, 5:30-7:30 pm.

o Winter program registration starts tomorrow.
o Had 500 plus kids and 100 plus coaches for fall sports programs.
o Brian would like to get 2026 dates firmed up at our November meeting.
o Looking at jigsaw puzzle days at Kenny in Jan, Feb and Mar.



KNA Board Administrative Business
● Review 1st Draft KNA 2026 Operating Budget

o Meeting materials included a draft of our proposed 2026 budget for initial
review. Will discuss more at the board retreat on November 8.

● Comment/Approve 2026 City Funding Application
o Funding application is due October 31. We need to approve tonight.
o Funding has been $20,000 the last three years ($15,000 neighborhood

fund; $5,000 in equitable engagement fund). Our Engagement Plan was
created in 2023-24 and carried over to 2025. We need to redo for 2026.

o The board reviewed Mike’s draft of the 2026 application for equitable
engagement fund and the proposed budget for neighborhood fund.
▪ Shelly moved approval of the city funding application, Scott

seconded. Approved.
● Annunciation & Ongoing Efforts

o Barb and Mike have been talking to the Merkel family about what KNA
might do in memory of Fletcher. They have expressed interest in a bench
at Grass Lake in his memory. There is a city department that deals with
memorials. The 6000 block of Girard has the most open area and is
where the Environmental Committee is planning a native plant area. Will
continue to work with the city and brainstorm ideas.

o There was discussion about what Bows of Love’s plans are for removing
ribbons.

o KNA is planning to dedicate 50% of end of year fundraising to
Annunciation and families. Keeping vague because not certain what is
best.

o A joint neighborhood association blood drive with Memorial Blood Center
scheduled for Wed, Nov 26 at Lynnhurst Park.

● Board Retreat Update - November 8
o Bethlehem Lutheran Church, 4100 Lyndale Ave S from 9-noon.

● Google Drive Access & E-Mail List
o This item is carried over from the last meeting. Mike is going to make a

new list of the KNA Board at Google Groups.
o He wants to make sure that board has access to do what it needs. He

also noted that the city requires that specific documents be posted on
the public website.

o Mike also reminded us that he can set up at kennyneighborhood.org
email addresses for interested board members.

● Collaborating with Armatage
o Kelly is increasingly feeling like we should move forward with our events

and invite Armatage to participate rather than waiting to plan joint events
together. Armatage is definitely interested in collaborating on the Chili
Cookoff and the holiday light tour.

o Armatage also has a couple of annual events: Summer Jam and a Tool
Swap (funded by Minneapolis Park and Rec).

http://kennyneighborhood.org/


o Kelly has reached out to South Lyndale Liquor about a happy hour date in
November. Looking at Wednesday, November 19.

o Barb also noted a recent meeting with Kenny, Windom and Lynnhurst
neighborhoods about Metro Inn residents bothering customers at local
businesses. City officials and Agate Housing and Services are working on
solutions.

Standing Program Updates
● Environmental Committee - Vicki

o The committee has applied for two grants. One is to produce clean
energy videos (heat pumps, solar, etc.). The other is for the garden club to
plant native plants where buckthorn has been removed at Grass Lake.
The board will need to decide what we can afford if we don’t get the
grants.

o Met with CM Palmisano and parties involved in garden maintenance. Will
meet with the park commissioner after the election..

o The committee and others are trying to determine who cleaned out plants
on 60th St side of Grass Lake?

o 2026 budget items: Tree reimbursement program; grant support, Tech
Dump event (Louise looking at options), more sponsors for Green Fair,
Earth Day, Hennepin County Zero Based Challenge.

o Rain garden development was 4th on the committee’s list of priorities.
Will decide how to proceed in 2026.

● Community Engagement Committee - Kelly
o See previous discussions.
o Will do the Chili Cookoff after the Super Bowl this year on Saturday,

February 21.
● Communications Committee - Amy

o Confirmed 2026 budget for communications.
o Newsletter calendar: Jan-Feb, Apr, Jul, Oct-Nov. Will send a post card

reminder for the Ice Cream Social/Green Fair.
● Crime & Safety Committee - Kim

o Discussed the Metro Inn meeting a bit more. Kim said the groups are
planning monthly rotating meeting locations.

o The next security rebate is in November. We have one application so far.
o Kelly mentioned a recent smashing of car windows on their block and

what seems to be a rash of incidents in the area. Hope to discuss at our
next meeting with CM Palmisano. Are there ideas of what we can do? It
was suggested that we make another stab at having our crime prevention
specialist attend an upcoming meeting.

● Welcome Packets - Shelly
o The new welcome packet letter is finished and will be reprinted.

● Schools - Louise Raths, Jason Hofsess
o Nothing new to report.



● Coordinator’s Report - Mike
o Mike said Charlie Rybak from Southwest Voices has applied for a grant

that would give Kenny and other SW neighborhoods $5,000 to write local
stories for print. Will know in January.

o Nothing else not already discussed.

Next Meeting - November 18, 2025

Adjournment: Scott moved to adjourn, Shelly seconded. Adjourned at 8:41 pm.

Minutes recorded and submitted by Scott Elton, KNA Secretary


