Kenny Neighborhood Association
Meeting Minutes
January 20, 2026 | 7:00-8:30 p.m. | Kenny Park (Virtual Available)

Call to order: Chair Barb Brady called the meeting to order at 7:00 p.m. She welcomed
all in attendance and started introductions.

She highlighted the Community Hero Award that KNA received from City Council
Member Emily Koski in recognition of our efforts in Annunciation’s time of need, which
reads:

“In recognition of your care, compassion, and service to the Annunciation
Catholic Parish and School students, families, and faculty and the surrounding
community in their time of need.”
Board members in attendance: Kelly Barbes (2027), Grace Barcelow (2026), Barb
Brady (2026), Scott Elton (2026), Joy Gottschalk (2026), Amy Gustafson (2026), Vicki
Olson (2027), John Petrie (2026), Shelly Ragland (2027), Kim Rosenfield (2027)
Coordinator: Mike Ferrin
Guests: None
Community Comments: None
Agenda Revisions and Additions: None
Consent Agenda
e Secretary’s Report (November)
e Treasurer’s Report (November & December)

o Shelly moved approval, Kim seconded. Approved.

Updates
e MPRB Update - Brian Hall was unable to attend



KNA Board Administrative Business
e Treasurer Position

o Barb noted that we really need a treasurer, especially in light of Mike’s
leaving.

o Commitment is about two hours a month, basically paying the bills on
time and serving as a second set of eyes for due diligence.

o Scott offered to serve as treasurer if someone else is willing to serve as
secretary. Kim said she is open to serving as secretary.

o Shelly moved to make Scott treasurer and Kim secretary. John seconded.
Approved.

e Staff Transition

o Mike is leaving KNA for a full-time real estate position. He will help with
the transition.

o We may be able to hire an existing coordinator looking for additional
hours.

o Barb provided the Minneapolis Neighborhood and Community Relations
office our position description and they will distribute.

o We will have a going away party for Mike on February 3 at South Lyndale
Liquors.

e Fundraising Recap

o We raised about $3,500 in 2025 year-end fundraising. Last year we had a
match that put us higher, but historically this is a pretty good result.

o Half of funds raised this year will support the Merkel family and others
affected by the Annunciation tragedy.

e Memorial Bench + Annunciation Ongoing Efforts

o Barb updated the board to say the latest agreement between Minneapolis
Parks and Rec and the City on the Merkel memorial bench at Grass Lake
is that MPRB will install the bench on City property this spring but KNA
will own and maintain the bench. The cost will be around $3,200 for the
bench on a concrete pad. Colleen Dillon from MPRB (a Kenny resident)
and CM Palmisano’s office were instrumental in working this out.

o KNA will need to list the City of Minneapolis on our insurance policy.

o Scott moved approval, Shelly seconded. Approved.

e NRP Plan Modification

o To continue funding security rebates and website work from NRP
balances, we will need to do an NRP Plan modification.

o If under $25,000, we will need to give a 21-day notice to the community
on our website and/or enews. A modification of $25,000 or more would
need 21 votes of approval from the community.

o Mike recommends zeroing out the current Kenny Park Improvements
category and moving x to security rebates, y to the website and z to
personnel.

o Shelly moved to allocate $6,000 to security rebates; $3,000 to website
work; and the balance ($15,999) to personnel for a total of $24,999. Kim
seconded the motion. Approved.



e Kenny School Garden Funding
o Vicki asked if we should make Kenny School Garden funding
reimbursable or give the project the total amount of $2,000 since they
might not use it all. Consensus is to have the funding be reimbursable.
e Security Rebate Program
o There was discussion about taking rolling applications vs quarterly
applications since applications dropped off as the year went on.
o Consensus was to keep the program as is for 2026.
e Minnesota Lynx Opportunity
o Have been approached about a neighborhood game with discounts and
other incentives but with conditions like down payment, etc.
o The board's response was lukewarm. Barb will ask for more information.
e Collaborating with Armatage
o KNA is doing the Chili Bowl cookoff with Armatage this February.
o Quarterly happy hours will continue.
o Looking at Earth Day collaboration.

Standing Program Updates
e Environmental Committee - Vicki

o Vicki shared the committee’s reorganized priorities.

o Effort underway to pull groups together more frequently.

o Joy reported that our Clean Energy videos proposal did not receive the
grant we applied for. The project will receive $1,000 from KNA and will
use a videographer and the Southwest High School Green Team. Shelly,
Barb, and Steve plus the videographer will serve as the core group.

o Louise and Sandy are working on ways to make this year's Green Fair
more “green.”

o Grass Lake Restoration did receive a $6,000 grant. The winter seed
sowing event was very popular. There will be a meeting of leaders in
February and two community meetings in March to get more neighbors
involved.

o The committee will meet with MNDOT at its next meeting. We still don’t
know who mowed down along the highway 121 wall.

o Clean Water: Grace and Vicki are working to make this their next focus.

e Community Engagement Committee - Kelly
o Chili Bowl with Armatage is current focus
e Communications Committee - Amy

o The newsletter is at the printer and proof approved.

o Big stories will be posted on website (asking for content support on
website)

e (Crime & Safety Committee - Kim

o Much is going on. Lots of chatter on social media asking for
neighborhood associations to take a stand.

o MPS Community Education will have free classes on safety that Kim
thinks we should promote along other apolitical notices.



e \Welcome Packets - Shelly

o We’ve had 15 new neighbors going back to October. Shelly will get
welcome packets out to them by the end of January.
e Schools - Louise Raths, Jason Hofsess
e Coordinator’s Report - Mike

There was a board acclamation that “Mike is the best” and wishing him all the best.
Thank you Mike!

Adjournment: Shelly moved; Kim seconded. Adjourned at 8:41 p.m.

Next Meeting - February 17, 2026

Minutes recorded and submitted by Scott Elton, KNA Secretary



