








ons taken to address Kenny Environmental Priorities

#2 PRIORITY: Reduce Buckthorn
Around Grass Lake

Buckthorn is an invasive plant and unfortunately was
planted purposefully at one point in our history. The
goal is to remove invasive plants and replace them
with native plants that are more supportive to our
birds, bees, and other insects; maintain healthy soil and
prevent erosion; and promote clean water. We have
earmarked some KNA funds to purchase native plants
to replace buckthorn and we will apply for grants that
would support this action.

Action: Hold Buckthorn Bust at Grass Lake

In November 2024, we held a Buckthorn Bust with
two groups of our neighbors focused on the west and
south sides of the lake. The piles of buckthorn cut
down were impressive and later picked up by the City
of Minneapolis.

This year, we plan to hold events
on Saturdays from 10 am. to 1

p.m. on August 30, September 27,
and November 8. Sign up for the
Facebook group called Friends of
Grass Lake for reminders and more
information about Grass Lake.

#3 PRIORITY: Advocate for Local
Hazardous Waste Drop-Off Events

Kenny residents can always use any of the three
Hennepin County drop-off sites but we know it’s easier
when events are held locally.

Action: Promote Free Hazardous Waste
Events in south Minneapolis

The most recent event was at South High School on
August 8 and 9, which we promoted at our Green
Fair and in social media. County officials say there
are fewer events in Minneapolis year over year. They’ll
release next year’s schedule at the end of March
2026. If you are interested in advocating for an event
close to Kenny, you can make that request at https:/
beheardhennepin.org.

Action: Promote Rechargeable Battery
Drop-Off Sites

Call2Recycling is a nonprofit battery
recycling program that partners with
=¥2t: businesses to be collection sites.
Home Depot is a free collection

site. Check out this QR code to

see a complete listing of available
businesses.

#4 PRIORITY: Focus On Rain Gardens

KNA is looking for grants that could
support this. The Minneapolis Park
and Recreation Board (MPRB)
strategic plan designates most, if not
all of Kenny, as a habitat corridor (see
page 45) so we are hoping this will
help support grant opportunities.

In addition, we are lucky to have a very active
Environmental Committee with lots of energy and
new members in a neighborhood that values this
work! See the articles on prepping for winter, the
Electrify Everything webinar, the energy tip on rebate
deadlines, and the information on reporting turtle
crossings in this newsletter.

As always, we are interested in your ideas and
feedback. Send them to info@kennyneighborhood.org.
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Get Ready for Winter

By Steve Caster, KNA Environmental Committee

Many clean energy and weatherization projects can
seem daunting, both in terms of time and expense.
These bigger projects are worthwhile for reducing
carbon emissions. However, they may carry a
significant cost in terms of time and money.

What can you do to get your house ready for winter
and make it more weather tight if you have just a
couple of hours of time and a few dollars in your
wallet to accomplish your goal?

The goal of all weatherization is to reduce
unwanted airflow. In the winter, that means our
conditioned air (heated) leaks to the outside while
cold air is drawn into your home. It is most effective
to address this by insulating walls, attics and rim
joists to reduce major sources of air flow, but
sometimes, this isn’t practical for the homeowner.
What can you do? Surprisingly, there are some low-
cost, yet effective solutions.

For all non-sliding exterior doors, consider adding
a door sweep with a rubberized sweep. These

are easily screwed onto the door and should cover
the gap at the bottom to your floor so they gently
“sweep” the floor when opened or closed. These
sweeps block air flow that may come in under the
door. Installation time is between 10 and 30 minutes
per door and a door sweep costs about $10 to $15.

Windows are another source of air leaks. If you
have newer windows, this is likely not a major source,
but older windows should be looked at (preferably
during a cold day) for air infiltration. You can apply

adhesive rubber weather stripping to the bottom of
each window along its width. This should create a
good tight seal. Adhesive rolls cost less than $10, and
you can fix multiple windows with one roll.

This brings us to caulk. Caulk is very intimidating
to many people, but it need not be. Your interior
window and door frames should be caulked with
paintable caulk (so you can paint to match your
trim). Any gaps between the trim and the wall
should be caulked to reduce air flow (and look
better). Use an interior-rated caulk. You should
caulk outside doors and windows with an exterior
caulk. Caulking keeps air and water out. Just follow
the tube instructions and always keep a wet rag
handy to keep your caulking tidy! With the array of
caulks available, don’t hesitate to seek advice at the
hardware store about the best caulk for your job. A
tube of caulk will run around $10.

Lastly, make sure you change your furnace filter
before winter. A dusty and clogged filter makes your
furnace work harder to warm your home, putting
stress on the system. After you’ve gone to the effort
of sealing air leaks, let’s not forget the basics!

You can see that for around $40 and an afternoon,
you can make big improvements in the “tightness”
of your home as you prepare for winter. As always, if
you have any questions on this or any clean energy
topic, drop me a line at info@kennyneighborhood.
org and I'll do my best to answer your question or
point you in the right direction!
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Learn About Home Electrification!

~
y

Electrify
Everything

MINNESOTA

Want to make your home more comfortable, efficient, and climate friendly? Do you have questions about
heat pumps, induction stoves, or clean energy? Are you planning to replace an old appliance soon?

Learn all about home electrification at the webinar “Get Amped: The Basics of Electrifying Your Home” on
Wednesday, September 17 from 6-7 p.m., offered by Electrify Everything MN in partnership with Hennepin
County, KNA, and other neighborhood associations.

At the webinar you will learn about how to switch from fossil fuel-powered appliances to
electric ones and the resources and incentives available to help.

Please RSVP at https://usO6web.zoom.us/meeting/register/JaKituP-RkiSPgZDw8nr5Q

ENERGY TIP

KNA Environmental Committee

Take advantage of federal dollars for rebates/tax credits
before the end of the year

» Residential Solar Tax Credit (Section 25D): This 30% credit for homeowners installing solar panels
is set to end after December 31, 2025. There will be no phase-out, meaning installations must be
completed by this deadline to qualify.

* EV Charger Tax Credit: A credit covering 30% of the installation costs for EV chargers, particularly in
low-income or rural areas, is set to end on June 30, 2026.

* Energy Efficient Home Improvement Credit: This credit for certain home upgrades like heat pumps,
water heaters, insulation, doors, and windows is also scheduled to end after December 31, 2025.

* The $7,500 federal tax credit for new electric vehicles (EVs) and the $4,000 credit for used EVs are
ending on September 30, 2025.

These are federal programs, so any state or local dollars we get may still be available so it’s important to
not put a hold on a project because “there is no funding” as there might be assistance from another source.
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Word on the Street
Pat and Brenda asked:

{ What have you been doing
this summer?

Y )
A M“‘,‘iu\m;‘

Emily and John Ellenbecker
with sons Albert, Jack, and
Seamus

We have been enjoying the weather
and walks with family. We have
been going to the Southwest

Farmers Market at Mount Olivet
Church.

¥

Lisa Yonak and Kathy Weber Brian Ciccone
We have spent time remodeling the main level of our Since | moved in last fall | have been finishing
home. Most of the summer, we have been enjoying remodeling my home.

time at the lake while remodeling our home.
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During football season around
here, the color of choice tends
to be purple, as the Minnesota
Vikings gear up for another
season. But one new family on
the block’s football jersey of
choice matches the color of her
front lawn.

Meet Mollie Merkel, our neighbor
on 59th and Fremont. Mollie

and her husband Jesse share a
home with their four kids: Milo
(10), Fletcher (8), Hazel Emerson
(6), and Rory River (3). Their
adorable chocolate labradoodle

Clementine rounds out the bunch.

The family celebrated their one-
year anniversary on the block on
August 10!

Who'’s in the ‘Hood

By Jasmine Avent

iy

Mollie and Jesse’s bond began
over football while watching

a Green Bay Packers game at

a mutual friend’s house. Their
common interest in football has
now grown to enjoying watching
the games together with their
children, and much more.

“As a family, we attend our
children’s sports games, go
biking, go for walks, grill, and
cook meals,” Mollie says. “We
love to have children over for
play dates and outdoor fun! It
has been so nice having a larger
space where we can set up fun
summer activities in the front and
back yards during the summer
months. Our family enjoys being
outdoors, camping, and going on
adventures together.”

Mollie is a school social worker at
a K-8 school in Minneapolis and
Jesse works with gas and pipeline
integrity as an engineer for Xcel
Energy. When they aren’t at work,
Jesse enjoys running marathons
and fishing. Mollie likes walking in
the neighborhood and is open to
more walking buddies for her and
Clementine.

Mollie is happy to have landed in
Kenny. “We moved to the Kenny
neighborhood from Lynnhurst
after a long search for a bigger
house in a nearby neighborhood.
Kenny was the ideal fit so that
we could keep our children at
Annunciation Catholic School,
remain within walking distance
to 54th and Lyndale, and explore
nature, which we have been
LOVING with Grass Lake so close.
Most people would describe

our family as loud! We are loud
but we strive to be inclusive and
invite others into our chaos. We
love surrounding ourselves with
friends and family. We love the
decreased traffic, kids playing

in the streets, and the nature
that Kenny offers. We also love
being so close to Kenny Park for
fun activities like the pool and
playground in the summer and
the sledding hill in the winter. As
we settle into the neighborhood,
we hope to make lifelong
connections with new neighbors.”

If you see the Merkels around, be
sure to say hello!

NOMINATE A NEIGHBOR!
If you have a wonderful neighbor,
please let us know.

info@kennyneighborhood.org
or call: 612-392-4477
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Kenny Park News

By Brian Hall

Recreation Supervisor at Armatage/Kenny

Hello Kenny Neighbors!
Summers go by way too fast here
in Minnesota! We are now about
to start a new school year, and
the landscape is changing just
like the seasons. We added trees
around the park for Arbor Day
and the rain has helped us keep
them hydrated. We also have a
new landscape design on the
playground side of our building.
Even Anthony Middle School

got into the planting frame of
mind by adding greenery to their
parking lots and their perimeter
walkways! The summer events
were a blast as always with
Summer Kickoff in June and
KNA'’s Ice Cream Social/Green
Fair. July brought the Movie in
the Park with a social prior with
Jonny Pops supporting each
event as a special cool treat! The
sports season had many rainouts,
but we did get in plenty of fun for
5u and 6u T-ball, along with other
groups on the fields.

Gary’s Treat Freezer was a

bonus this year where kiddos
enjoyed freezes after games and
practices! We will continue into
fall sports and next year with the
generosity of Ruth Krinhop and
family donating in the memory of
Coach Gary Krinhop.

Here are the stats for sports this
season: Spring/Summer 2025:
27 teams with 317 kids and 48
coaches.

This was across Armatage and
Kenny from 5u up to 15u baseball/
softbal/Tball/coach pitch/Track &
Field programs.

Fall program registration is open,
so register now!

We are getting ready for fall
sports with flag football and
soccer with indoor volleyball

as an option as well. Teams

are formed but still may have

an open slot or two, so please
contact us to see if you can get in.

We added programming at Kenny
this summer, including Magic: The
Gathering, Chess Club, and Klub
Kenny. Gentle Yoga for Adults is
Wednesday nights with Liane.

Preschool Kids with Miss Ann is
back but numbers are low. We
are looking for children between
two-and-a-half and six years

old who are not in kindergarten
for our Preschool Kids. We have
opportunities now with adding a
lunch bunch program this year.

Preschool Kids is 9 a.m.-noon,
and lunch bunch follows from
noon-1:30 p.m. Register now
to claim your child’s spot! If
you have any questions, please

Kenny Park Recreation Center

1328 W. 58th St.,
Minneapolis, MN 55419
612-370-4901

RECREATION SUPERVISOR
Brian Hall, CPRP
Recreation Supervisor
Minneapolis Park and
Recreation Board
Armatage & Kenny Parks
Office: 612-370-4785

Cell: 612-463-9988
www.minneapolisparks.org

MPRB is 100% tobacco free

contact me and | can get you in
touch with our instructors.

More information is on
our website at www.
minneapolisparks.org.

We are initiating a new
opportunity for people who are
55 and older: Trishaw bike rides
on Thursday, August 21. Visit
www.minneapolisparks.org for
more information or give me a
call or email. Participants will

ride in a Trishaw with an MPRB
driver who will take you and

any family members (they ride
separately) around the Armatage
neighborhood and Lake Harriet.
Spots are limited, so sign up now!

Find the Kenny Neighborhood on Facebook and Instagram!

Find and follow us to keep updated on all things Kenny. You can also reshare content and help
us reach even more neighbors. We’re also looking for volunteers from the neighborhood who

can share photos from around Kenny while they’re out for a walk, at park activities, and more.
EMAIL US AT info@kennyneighborhood.org or sign up at bit.ly/knavolunteers
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New Neighborhood Parking Lots
By Mary Brozic

Anthony Middle School has new front and back parking lots with islands of trees and plantings as well as
perimeter plantings surrounding the property, helping add to our tree canopy.

wm

South Lyndale Liquor incorporated trees and plantings in their
parking lot at their new location which opened in 2023.

° ° >
ONE SHAKE, Buying or Selling?

ENDLESS FLAVOR. Call Christo Lane

Your South Minneapolis Expert
A gow"me?L ﬂ//-IIJMI”IDOSe Greele

seasoning, YAYA-B enhances the
taste ofgch/cken, beef, /Jor/e, fish,

sot:fs, salads, vegeﬂub/es, otatoes,
an /ms?La with a /Jer{ec blend of christo.lane@cbburnet.com

Mediterranean herbs and spices

952-232-7788 S H

www.christolane.com

www.YAYAB.com

Order online or Amazon

WINNER
OF

@

COLDWELL BANKER

Kenny Neighborhood Newsletter — Summer 2025 www.kennyneighborhood.org 15



KENNY

NCIGHBORHOOD

Kenny Neighborhood Association

P.O. Box 19593
Minneapolis, MN 55419
Message Line: 612-392-4477

info@kennyneighborhood.org
www.kennyneighborhood.org
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A‘CE Hardware

Glass/Screen Repair * Paint Color Matching « Key Cutting
Glass /Acrylic Sheet Cutting « Propane Refill « Sharpening,
Knives/Blades « Carpet Cleaning Rental ¢ Live Bait * Delivery

Diamond Lake Hardware
5425 Nicollet Ave. S.

Settergren Hardware
5405 Penn Ave. S.

612-922-6055 612-824-8813
Open M-F 7:30-7, Sat 8-6, Open M-F 8-6, Sat 8-6,
Sun 10-5 Sun 10-5

Make a Powerful Investment

<+ Affordable electricity g\‘/ ALL

©f Renewable energy M ENEF;’GY
OLAR

%t Grants and tax rebates P ===

“ Improve energy security 1 $500 OFF

o . ; | PROMO CODE:

1t Predictable budgeting KENNYBOOK25

- “Sell” power back to utilities
%+ Increase property values
«* FREE Solar Evaluation!

L Expires 9/15/2025 p

651-800-9676
AllEnergySolar.com

< FixtRite

//‘ ( Auto Repair & Tire Center )

American & Import

All work guaranteed « Certified mechanics
5556 Lyndale Ave. So.

CcCooPER
TIRES

612-824-5620
L @

Jeff Machacek, CRS

612-925-8277

jmachacek@cbburnet.com

Selling homes in the Kenny neighborhood

for over 30 years.
Over 1,200 homes sold!
EOQ;LL
= R ey

::::::::::
EEEEEEEEEEEEE




