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Here’s a year of events!

Clip and save this calendar!

JANUARY
Fire & Ice / January 25

MAY
• Board Meet & Greet  

• Annual Meeting

JULY

SEPTEMBER
New Neighbor & Renter Event

FEBRUARY
Chili Cook-Off / February 1

OCTOBER

Check www.kennyneighborhood.org for more info.
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Here’s a year of events!

Clip and save this calendar!

MARCH

NOVEMBER

APRIL
• Earth Day Cleanup

• Arbor Day Celebration

JUNE
Ice Cream Social & Green Fair 

June 26

AUGUST
Movie in the Park

DECEMBER
Holiday Lights

BOARD & COMMITTEE 
MEETING INFORMATION

Board Meeting: 
3rd Tuesday 7 p.m.

Environmental 
Committee: 
2nd Monday 6 p.m.

Community Engagement 
Committee: 
2nd Monday 7 p.m.

Communications 
Committee: 
 2nd Wednesday 7 p.m.

kennyneighborhood.org

Check www.kennyneighborhood.org for more info.
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Energy Efficiency Case Study
By Steve Caster, KNA Environmental 
Committee
We are lucky to live in Kenny where the houses are 
old, well-constructed, and have nice architectural 
features. These homes, built between 1920 and the 
early 1950s, often don’t meet today’s requirements 
for energy efficiency, however.

We had an energy audit 
performed by Xcel Energy 
and found that we needed to 
insulate three areas — the rim 
joists in our basement and 
crawl space, the attic, and our 
walls. Our attic had only six 
inches of insulation, while the 
exterior walls had just one inch 
of insulation in a 3.5-inch space. 
After the audit, we insulated 
the attic to 40 inches and the 

wall cavities to 3.5 inches, greatly reducing air 
flow.  

The City of Minneapolis and CenterPoint Energy 
will reimburse insulation costs up to the actual 
cost in some cases, making this a very cost-
effective home project. The wall insulation can 
also be blown in from the outside so interior walls 
are not damaged.

We experienced air flow reductions, as measured 
by a blower door test, of 30% through the 
insulation process alone. We’ve noticed cooling 
savings this summer as well, and while I can’t say 
I’m looking forward to winter and cold weather, 
we are expecting much lower heating bills as well.

Smaller projects you can do:
• Use LED bulbs in your lights;
• �Use a smart thermostat to control heating and 

cooling;
• �Change your furnace filter regularly;
• �Caulk around windows and doors to seal gaps  

to reduce air flow;
• �Use weather stripping to seal doors and 

windows where air might be leaking;
• �Install foam seals on your light switches and 

outlets on exterior-facing walls (hardware stores 
sell the seals already cut to size).

These smaller projects are easy, do-it-yourself 
projects and will make your house more energy 
efficient and comfortable.

Be a good neighbor this winter: 
SALT SMART!
By Grace Barcelow, KNA Environmental 
Committee
Did you know that one teaspoon of salt pollutes 
five gallons of water FOREVER? When de-icing salt 
(a.k.a. chloride) enters bodies of water, there is no 
easy way to remove it. Salt applied to driveways 
and sidewalks during the winter season is one of the 
top contributing sources to chloride pollution in our 
lakes, rivers and streams.

Salt use has been on the rise since the 1950s, leading 
to waters becoming increasingly salty. Chloride levels 
have become so high that many creeks and lakes 
are now considered unhealthy and have been added 
to Minnesota’s impaired waters list for chloride 
pollution.

Too much salt can lead to costly damages and 
environmental consequences! Chloride harms plants 
and animals, contaminates drinking water, damages 
buildings, and corrodes vehicles, roads and bridges.

We all want to prioritize safety, but it is critical to 
understand that more salt does not always mean less 
ice or safer conditions. 

Luckily, there are actions we can take to help 
improve water quality and keep our neighbors safe 
this winter.

How to manage snow and ice this winter:

1.  �Shovel as soon as possible after a snowstorm to 
prevent ice buildup; 

2.  �Add an ice scraper to your toolbox. These are 
often more effective than salt when ice has built 
up on sidewalks and driveways;  

3.  �Read the label on your de-icer to make sure it will 
work in the current weather conditions. At low 
temperatures, typically colder than 15 degrees F, 
regular road salt will not melt ice;

4.  �Use sand or grit for traction when temperatures 
are too cold for salt to work; 

5.  �Use salt sparingly. Try to scatter salt grains three 
inches apart. This will melt ice faster than salt that 
is too close together.

For more information, and any questions please 
contact KNA Board Member and Hennepin County 
Conservation Specialist, Grace Barcelow, at  
grace.barcelow@hennepin.us.
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Public safety resources are at 
your fingertips
By Kim Rosenfield, KNA Crime and Safety 
Committee
As the seasons change, the KNA Crime and Safety 
Committee wants to remind our neighbors that the 
city offers a wide array of resources to keep you, 
your loved ones, and your community safe this 
winter. Do you:

• �Need to report a broken streetlight? See 
a neighborhood safety issue that is not an 
emergency? Call 311 for a variety of issues, from 
reporting graffiti or long grass, to finding out where 
to vote, to reporting a stray dog, and a whole lot 
more, 311 agents are ready to help. Call weekdays 
from 7 a.m. to 11 p.m. and a 311 agent will assist you!

• �Need to request an accident or police record? 
The city gives you easy access to accident reports 
through their Open City Portal on the Office of 
the City Clerk page at www.minneapolismn.gov/
resident-services/public-safety/police-public-
safety/police-reports-and-data-requests/accident-
reports/accident-report-request-form/.

• �Want to check how safe the neighborhood is? The 
City of Minneapolis runs a Crime Map Dashboard 
with up-to-date, accurate data on the state of 
public safety in our area at www.minneapolismn.
gov/resident-services/public-safety/police-public-
safety/crime-maps-dashboards/crime-locations-
map.

• �Want to learn more about what the city is doing 
to prevent crime in our area? The 5th Precinct has 
a dedicated Crime Prevention Specialist. Contact 
Faith Randel at Faith.Randal@minneapolismn.
gov for current trends and prevention tips and 
resources

KNA Security Rebates will continue 
in 2025
Since the beginning of 2024, the Kenny 
Neighborhood Association has awarded 12 security 
rebates of an estimated $3000 to Kenny neighbors. 
These rebates go to help fund home security 
projects like installing security lights, installing 
deadbolts, and purchasing home security alarms. 

The KNA board awards four rebates to applicants 
every quarter. All residential properties in the Kenny 
neighborhood, including renters and homeowners, 
are eligible to apply for a one-time security rebate of 
$250.

Interested in applying? Visit the KNA website at 
www.kennyneighborhood.org to learn more!

Holiday Lights are Back
KNA is once again teaming up with the Armatage 
Neighborhood Association for a holiday lights 
decoration tour! Enjoy the sights and sounds of 
both neighborhoods as you embark on this self-
guided tour. It’s perfect for all ages and will run 
from 5-8 p.m. every night from December 9 to 
December 18.

If you plan to decorate for 
the holiday season, register 
using this QR code.

Register by December 
6 to be included in this 
year’s tour map. Tour maps 
(both PDF and Google 
Map) will be posted on the 
neighborhood websites 
before the tour starts. 
Visitors will then vote for their favorites and the top 
vote-getters will receive gift cards.

Visitors are asked to be respectful of neighbors 
during their adventures and minimize the time cars 
idle if you drive.

Fire & Ice Skating Party
Join us for the annual Fire & Ice Skating Party on 
January 25! The Minneapolis Park and Recreation 
Board hosts the event, and KNA serves popcorn 
and hot chocolate.

Enjoy a night with your family, friends, and 
neighbors skating at Kenny Park or keeping warm 
around the bonfire.

This free event is open to all and no registration is 
needed.

 

Donate to Kenny today!

Neighborhood Update continued from page 5

You make

GREAT!
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Jalisa, Zoey and DeAnne
We love playing soccer in the neighborhood, walking 
and taking hikes with our dog, hiking at Wood Lake, 
and visiting the Minnesota Zoo pumpkin wall.

Tony and Sarah Meysenberg
We are walking in nice weather and enjoying 
fall colors. We bike around Kenny, and will buy 
pumpkins to make jack-o’-lanterns. And voting!

Word on the Street
Pat and Brenda asked:

What are your plans for  
the fall season?

Tully, Marie, 
and Poppy 
Jordan
Our family 
is enjoying 
Kenny Park and 
looking at all 
the Halloween 
decorations in our 
neighborhood.

Jason and 
Poppy 
Hofsess with 
Leni
We’re looking 
at Halloween 
decorations in the 
neighborhood. 
It’s especially fun 
to see the newer 
decorations 
for the great 
holidays. We 
enjoy walking 
Leni around the 
neighborhood.
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Kenny Community School 
has a familiar face in the 
principal’s office this year. Meet 
Dr. Jessica Busse, principal of 
Kenny Community School. It’s 
a homecoming for Busse: she 
previously worked at the school 
and is fondly remembered by 
students, staff, and parents.

Since taking over in August, 
Principal Busse has hit the ground 
running.

“The first month was about 
learning everything that I could 
possibly learn about Kenny: about 
the kids, about the test scores, 
about the school. Talking to 
every staff member about what 
they liked, what they didn’t like, 
concerns… and getting to know 
them as individuals too,” she says.

She found that Kenny is a high-
performing school with a solid 
infrastructure, but Dr. Busse is 
daring to go further. 

“We started diving in deeper,” 
she says. “Where are we not 
succeeding? One of the areas, 
which is true across the nation 
and in Minnesota - we have a 
huge achievement gap here. 
So, we started looking at our 
students of color, looking at 
their test scores and proficiency 
rates compared to our White 
students, and asking why? We 
were intentional about naming 
that as a school improvement 
goal. We are making it a focus of 
all conversations.”

Her approach to closing that 
achievement gap is multi-
directional. “It’s different for 
every kid. Overall, I would say 
it’s about belief. Sometimes it’s 
about the child believing that 
they can. Sometimes it’s about 
the adults believing that they 

can. Where are our hearts? So 
much of learning is about heart,” 
she says. For Principal Busse, 
the journey to improvement 
for families of color at Kenny 
starts with an acknowledgement 
of an exclusionary past, and a 
commitment to change. She 
believes it is a journey that needs 
to include parents and caregivers.

“Having the parents realize that 
they’re part of the team is so 
important,” she says. “Some 
of that is historical. How do 
we start and find avenues to 
create positive thoughts about 
education?” 

Principal Busse says community 
building among staff, students, 
and the school community will 
lead the way. “You have to go 
slow to go fast. That’s building 
relationships. That’s taking the 
time to just be human with people. 
It’s important that I’m in the 
garden every afternoon, even if 
nobody talks to me,” she says. “It’s 
important that they see my face 
every day after school, that I make 
it into classrooms every day.” 

She shares her life with her 
husband of eight years, Arthur, 
and two boys, Killian (7) and 
Everette (5).  

With any big responsibility comes 
some amount of pressure. Busse 
says that some of the pressure 
she experiences involves the fear 
around school transformation 
and what that may look like for 
Kenny Community School. She is 
optimistic about the new Fours 
daycare program for four- and 
five-year-olds that operates inside 
the school. 

“I look at schools as a community 
hub. Girl Scouts are meeting here; 
we have night programs. We 
should be the hub of all activity in 
the neighborhood,” she says.

Dr. Busse comes to us from 
Southwest High School, where 
she was an assistant principal. 
She intends to draw from that 
experience at Kenny.

Principal Busse is excited to 
merge her passion for education 
with the love and pride that 
already shines in the Kenny 
neighborhood. She believes that 
fun is part of the equation for the 
success of any school. 

“The people who are leading have 
to have fun,” she says. “If they 
aren’t having fun, then the kids 
aren’t going to have fun. If the 
kids aren’t having fun, then the 
parents aren’t going to have fun. It 
is so awesome to be at Kenny. You 
can’t really beat Kenny School.” 

If you see Dr. Busse in the Kenny 
Garden or hanging around, be 
sure to say hello! 

NOMINATE A NEIGHBOR!
If you have a wonderful neighbor, 
please let us know. 

info@kennyneighborhood.org  
or call: 612-392-4477

Who’s in the ‘Hood
By Jasmine Avent
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Welcome to fall, neighbors! 
We are well into school year and 
fall program activities. Kenny 
Park is popular with many 
neighbors, and it is great to see 
people out and about walking 
and using the playgrounds and 
ball fi elds.

Fall Sports 
We had 575 kids participating 
in soccer, fl ag football, and 
volleyball this year. Volleyball 
started practice October 14 
with games in late October 
through mid-March. We had 103 
volunteer coaches, and we are 
very thankful for them, as teams 
would not exist without them. 

We still need volleyball coaches 
as of mid-October. A 15u girls’ 
team may not happen because 
there’s no coach. We also only 
have one coach per team for 
the other three teams we have. 
If interested, please contact 
kenny@minneapolisparks.org for 
more information or details about 
coaching any sport.

2025 Winter Programming
New in 2025: Gentle Adult Yoga
at Kenny Park on Wednesdays 
at 7 p.m. and Saturdays at 10 a.m. 
Our yoga instructor Liane Olson 
has started this program from 
scratch and it’s becoming very 
popular. 

We do need more little kiddos 
for our Preschool Kids program 
with our longstanding program 
with Ann Horn. It’s for preschool 
students ages 3 to 5 who are 
potty trained. If your child is 
about to turn three, you can 
still join in. Contact us at Kenny 
Park for more information. The 
program runs Monday-Thursday 
from 9 a.m. to noon. We are 
fl exible with monthly payments.

We hope winter will be gentle 
yet cold enough to keep our ice 
rink open. We were only open 
four days last year with safe ice 
conditions for skating. The Fire 
and Ice event turned into Fire 
and No Ice last year. The goal is 
to fl ood the fi eld and be ready 
for winter school break and 
run through Presidents’ Day in 
February. Donations of ice skates 
are encouraged, as we have a 
limited supply available.

You can register for skating 
lessons at Armatage, but we 
could also start a program at 
Kenny if we have instructors. 
Like any program, we need 
good folks to run them.

People can rent the Multi-Use 
Room at Kenny Park for events, 
gatherings, or birthday parties 
if you don’t want to get your 
house dirty. Contact us at 
kenny@minneapolisparks.org for 
availability.

Thank you so much for reading 
this and I hope you enjoy the 
park. If you have any ideas for 
programming, please reach out 
to us at kenny@minneapolisparks.
org or call us at 612.370.4901.

Kenny Park News
By Brian Hall
Recreation Supervisor at Armatage/Kenny

Kenny Park Recreation Center 
1328 W. 58th St., 
Minneapolis, MN 55419
612-370-4901

RECREATION SUPERVISOR 
Brian Hall 
Offi  ce 612-370-4785
bhall@minneapolisparks.org

SCHOOL BUILDING HOURS
Monday-Friday 3-9 p.m. and
Saturday Noon-5 p.m.

SCHOOL RELEASE DAYS 
HOURS
Monday-Friday Noon-9 p.m.

Find the Kenny Neighborhood on Facebook and Instagram!
Find and follow us to keep updated on all things Kenny. You can also reshare content and help 
us reach even more neighbors. We’re also looking for volunteers from the neighborhood who 
can share photos from around Kenny while they’re out for a walk, at park activities and more. 
EMAIL US AT info@kennyneighborhood.org or sign up at bit.ly/knavolunteers
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New opportunity to help Grass Lake thrive
By Steve Paquin

Grass Lake is a hidden gem in the Kenny 
neighborhood, cherished by dog walkers, bird 
watchers, cross-country skiers, and exercise 
enthusiasts alike. While the land around the lake 
falls under the purview of the Minneapolis Park & 
Recreation Board and its Forestry Department, the 
resources of those organizations are stretched thin. 
As a result, much routine maintenance of the Grass 
Lake paths and plants is coordinated by Kenny 
residents who live near the lake. (Most notably, Paul 
and Kathrynne Baumtrog have been tireless in their 
efforts to keep the southeastern paths in excellent 
condition. Thank you!)

KNA is looking into creating a program to assist 
Grass Lake neighbors on an organizational level. 
Tentatively called Friends of Grass Lake, KNA will 
ask neighbors how we can provide resources and 
people to lighten their load not only on buckthorn 
removal, but also important projects such as trail 
maintenance, installation and maintenance of wood 
duck houses, trash pickup, native plantings, and any 
other needs identified by the group.

Join the Fight Against Buckthorn
Neighbors are planning a November 9 “buckthorn 
bust.” All Kenny neighbors are invited to volunteer 
at this or other “busts” coming up. Watch Nextdoor 
and KNA’s Facebook and Instagram pages for 
details.

You may have read about the invasive menace of 
buckthorn in previous issues of this newsletter. Once 
sold by nurseries as a decorative hedge, buckthorn 
has been on the Minnesota Department of 
Agriculture’s “Restricted Noxious Weed List” since 
2001. Unfortunately, it is choking off much of the 
plant diversity around Grass Lake. Thriving in almost 
any condition — from shade to full sun, drought to 
poor soil — buckthorn creates a dense underlayer 
beneath trees, smothering native plants by depriving 
them of light, moisture, and nutrients. Buckthorn is 
easy to spot in late fall because it has purple-black 
berries and remains green long after other plants 
have changed color and dropped their leaves.

Buckthorn infestation is widespread throughout the 
city, and the Minneapolis Park & Recreation Board 
encourages residents to manage the plant through 
volunteer-coordinated buckthorn busts.  

Removing buckthorn is not a 
one-time solution: it requires 
ongoing effort. The plant is 
well established, tough, and 
persistent; so only consistent 
action will allow us to restore 
the native biodiversity of 
Grass Lake. Please consider 
spending an afternoon 
with us to help control this 
invasive threat.

Can’t make it to a buckthorn 
bust? No problem: you’ll 
have plenty of opportunities 
to volunteer. Upcoming 
projects include refurbishing 
wood duck houses over 
the winter. KNA is excited 
to support neighbors to 
care for this beautiful urban 
wetland. Together, we can 
make a lasting difference.
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American & Import
All work guaranteed • Certifi ed mechanics

5556 Lyndale Ave. So.

612-824-5620

Lyndale BP
The one-stop store with 

convenience for you!
Touch-free car wash, 

groceries, and gasoline!
5400 Lyndale Ave. So.

612-822-9686
Open 6 am – 11 pm

7 days a week

Jeff  Machacek, CRS 
612-925-8277

jmachacek@cbburnet.com

Selling homes in the Kenny neighborhood
for over 30 years.

Over 1,200 homes sold!

Glass/Screen Repair • Paint Color Matching • Key Cutting
Glass /Acrylic Sheet Cutting • Propane Refi ll • Sharpening, 

Knives/Blades • Carpet Cleaning Rental • Live Bait • Delivery

Settergren Hardware
5405 Penn Ave. S.
612-922-6055
Open M-F 7:30-7, Sat 8-6, 
Sun 10-5

Diamond Lake Hardware
5425 Nicollet Ave. S.
612-824-8813
Open M-F 8-6, Sat 8-6, 
Sun 10-5


